Five Illustrative Men\
diagnostic cluster that precede disorder, but do not predi disorder with certainty, are referred to here as precu symptoms. Signs and symptoms from a diagnostic cluster tl the development of a disorder in a particular individual; as prodromal signs and symptoms. At the present state of our the onset of mental disorders, there are few or no signs a that predict onset with certainty. Nevertheless, precur symptoms can be helpful in identifying groups at much 1 onset than the general population.
Methods for Analyzing Onset
An important problem in presenting data on age of on (Lawless, 1982). In the context of age of onset, censoring the exact age of onset is known for only a portion of the s remainder, the age is known only to exceed some gi\ censoring) or to be below some given age (left cen presentations on age of onset arise from cross-sectional right censored (e.g., Christie, Burke, Regier, Rae, Boy( 1988). In field surveys, the cross-sectional method is usec the presence or absence of disorder over the history of through retrospective recall, and then to determine ag< those with a positive history. In such surveys the va; individuals do not report a history of disorder, and individuals without disorder will develop a disorder afte] completed. Therefore the right-censored data from suet inevitably biased in the direction of earlier age of onset, bias is difficult to know without knowledge of the age of G] be sizable. For example, imagine ascertaining age of onset that typically has a very late onset, such as Hunting through a cross-sectional survey of the general populaticidence versus attack rate is an empirical qui
